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JAPANESE TORPEDO BOATS BEGIN THE W

GREAT CITY IS
REDUCED BY
FLAMES

Baltimore Ravaged By Fire for
Thirty Hours, Meeting Fear-
ful Loss Estimated to
Be Millions.

Largest Fire Fighting Force Ever
Used Combat Without
Result.

NOT A SINGLE LIFEIS LOST

Public Bulldings Leading Mer-
cantile Houses Go Up In
Smoke--Hospltals Filled

With Sufferers.

Baltimore, Feb. 8—The fire which
started Sunday morning about 11
o'clock In the dry gode house of John
E. Hurst & Co, and which for almost

20 hours raged with unabated fury, de-
apite the efforts of probably the larg-
est fire-fighting force ever used, was
brought under control this afternoon
At the present time, while there are
Inrge fires blazing ot places In the
rulus, It is thought these will either be
put out by the firemen as soon as they
onn be reached, or albe will burn them-
selves oul. Whichever way they may
be extingulshed, it Is now highly im-
probable that any further spread will
ocour, though, should a strong wind
arise, danger would agnin become Im-
minent. The area burnt over Is 140
acres, located In the heart of the city.
Public bulldings, newspaper offices, the
principal mercantile establishments
warehouses and portlons of wharves
have been consumed,

Not a single life has heen lost, and
no one Ia serlously Injured, although
there are many In the hospitals suffers
ing from burns, scalds and wounds
Pire apparatus waa brought from New
York, Washington, Jersey City and
Wiimington.

made of the insurance.

be made of the loss. No guess can be
An expert, the

RUSSIA PRECIPITATES

city bullding Inspector, estimates the
lows In bulldings alone at $160,000,000,
On the other hand, it is sald the nsur-
ance estimates do not place the loas at
no great a figure. Bo far thers has been
no systematic attempt to fix values
The cheering story that the fire had
ben checkdd spread rapldly- over the
eity, and the crowds that had all day
surged over the tightly drawn fire lines

CONFLICT BY LANDING
DIVISION OF TROOPS

Then the flames ate thelr way with un-
diminished force southward, following
the lines of Jones’ Falls and were final-
ly checked near the waters' edge at
West Falls avenue,

decided to return homeward.

fires aprang into existence and crume

from the lne of battle, Bulldings, ol

Ished as the fire swept onward,
the day wore on the forefront of the

Iittle strenm was the last stand.

foretold,

Tremendous efforts were made to
block It. Dynamite was freely used
the fire apparatus was centered and

that had eaten up milllons of dollars
worth of property, Humas skill, pluck,
grit and unfaltering courage won, The
fire was checked, But behind It lay a
great waste of more thap 110 acres In
extent. Every streel that led to ihe
fore of the area was crowded with
specintors.. Down the narrow strecl
bluck smoke hung Adensely, split now
and then by a red glare of flames.
The crush of falling bulldings wi
lost In the roar of exploding dynumite
an It wan used to d Jish structures
as yet untouched by'ﬁ

In the early hours of the morning the
army of fire fighters coped nggalnst
overwhelming odds and when day
broke the flames were raging along
the wharves and focused about the
great power house of the United Rall-
way Company, which furmishes power
for all the street rallways of the city,

in the poutheast

Not even a close approximation oan

pection of the city

r

PER GENT REDUCTION

~\

Goods, Hats,

THIS MEANS AGR

On Clothing, Furnishing

Excepting only Dunlap Hats, E. & W. Collars, Oil
and Rubber Goods and Dents Gloves.

as our goods are sold on very
close margins,

Shoes, Etc.

EAT SACRIFICE

SALE COMMENCES

the withdrowal of apparatus and men

and new, large and small, stores, shops,
every imaginable class of business van-
An

fire neared Jones Fallw, a small streinm .00 receivede here says that Jap-
that trends porth and south and sep-
arates Baltimore from ihat portion of gy squadron in the outer roads of
the city known as East Baltimore, ThIS oy Arthur und that three Russion
If the

fire reached It—Iif, by flying embern or
u rush of fiame, the fire could crons and
galn o [oothold—itx extent could not be

all the akill of the fire fighters was
called into play to defeat the element

of diplomatle relations at the moment

bad falth,

that Japan will formally declare war,
but she will attempt to catch Russia
UnNAwWAres

tonight there was no furher news on
the situation to be glven out.
Russian embassy no cables came from
any sourge.

publishhes the following, attributed to
a person of high officlal standing:

During the afternon a wall of flamie
ate its way In o southerly and westerly

dirsction towards the water. Sprondlc War So [_ons Predicted Has Adllllly Been Bcgun. But no:Forma ]
Declaration Has Yet Been Made--Orders Prepared At Wash-
| ington For American Squadron to Observe Operations,
But Permission Must First Be Obtained.

1

81, Petergburg, Feeb, 9.—An official

anese torpedo boats have attacked the

ships were damaged,

— e

London, Feb, %—In dispatches of
date Nogasakl, Saturday, February 6,
.mu] which were delayed by censor, the
correspondent of the Dally [felegraph
usperts thut Russin dellberateley pre-
cvipitated the crisls by dispatching a
few days ago from Port  Arthur, o
transport loaded with a full division of
Itroops  and  escorted by a feet, _un-l
landing them near Yalu river thus oc-
cupying northern Corea,

Jupanese putlence became exhausted
and today Japan moved her ships end
took unresisted possession of certaln
merchant vesels, Including the Shilka
and Manchuria. The correspondent
continues:

“Two other Russian
poiped and escorted to Sasebo, capan’
| The Dally Telegraph says it supposes
the foregone selzures occurred at
Masampho, bul the censor suppressad
location.

vessels were

—_——

Washington, Feb, 8—Teéntatlve or-
ders have been prepared for sending the
crulser squadron of the Asintlc fleet
northwnrd fiom Sublg bay o the vicin-
ity of Port Arthur to observe Japnnese
and Nugsinn naval operations. The or-
ders will not be sent unless they are
agreeable to Russia and Jopan. When
the orders were prepared today It was
expected they would be sent forthwith,
in view of the restraining Instrucilons
they contained to observe strict neu-
trality. Secretiary Moody, however, is
not willing that this country shall give
ground even for susplcion either by
Russht or Japan, and it has therefore
been declded these governments shall
be asked If the dispatch of a criflser
squadron will embarrass elther com-
batant.

That Japan has fully determined on
war Is evident from a cablegram re-
celeved at the navy department today
from Lientenant Marsh, the
Japunese naval division had left for
Chemulpo. The selgure of Seoul, the
general naval board belleves, will be
Japan's first act of war,

Count Cassginl, the Russian ambassa-
dor, called by appointment on Secretary
Hay this afterncon, Count Cagiinl in-
formed the secretary thal Russip wns
convinced Japan has all along been
anxlous for war and her breaking off

saying

when Russia was putting forth the ut-
most effort to make concessions that
would preserve peace, was evidence of

In Russian cirgles It ia not expected

At the Japanese logation it was siid

At the

Paris, Feb. 8. —The Echo de Paris

“Opinion at the forelgn office ls very

Monday, January 4, 1904.

pessimistic, but I can assure you that
French diplomacy will be equal to the
task of striving to offset a conclusion
and sparing Japan the crushing deféat
which threatens her, The final orush-
ing of Japan is certain and under the
conditions ¥rance conslders it to the

Japan’s Patience Becomes Exhausted and
Makes Seizure of Merchant Ships--
1 Escorts Vessels to Sasebo.

to exercise declsive pressure in order
There |s no doubt that
FFrance is ready, {f the Japanese gov-
ernment Is willing, to offer her media-
tion to Japan and Russia, Iif It is not
too late, lord Lansdowne has offered
Japan Greal Britain's good offices and
King Edward has sent a long telegram
to the mikado, begging him to reflect.

“At the present time China s re-
maining neutral. The Intervention of
& third power being unlikeely, a general
conflagration in the far east Is not to
be feared.

“At the first declsive defeat sus-
tained by Japan, France and Great
Britain wlill renew the offer of thewr
good offices should these have been
declined the first time”

The foreign office expects to receive
long telegrams today from the French
diplomatic representatives at Toklo and
Bt. Petersburg. The Gaulois, maintain-
ing that war has been forced on Rus-
&la by the valn glorious folly of Japan,
that parvenn of clvilization, declares
that Russla is about to shed her blood
for Europe, whom she will save from
the yellow peril.

It is probable that a collective note,
signed by the British, French and Ger-
man, and It is hoped, the American
chancellories, will shortly be nddressed
to Japan, notifying her of the neutral-
ity of these four powers In whateve)
may happen. Of the papers published,
here the Gil Blas alone does not ex-
press sympathy for Russia but declare:
that the power which did not hely
France at the time of the Fashoda In-
gldent cannot expect Frenchmen to risk
thelr skins for Russian interests ip
Manchuria. The Matin is strongly pro-
Russlan and accuses Japan of aggres-
sive brutality.

The correspondent of the Matin in
London telegraphs another interview
with Baron Hayashi, the Japanese min-
{ster there, who told him that Japan
has already notified China that In the
event of her vietory the Integrity of
China will be reapected. The minister
hinted that one of the principal objecte
of the Japanese in the beginning of the
campaign will be the destruction of the
riallroad from Harbin to Port Arthur
and that Japan hoped for much from
the Manchurian brigades. who detest
the Russlans,

lo avert war,

RUSSIAN REPLY NEVER SENT.

S0 Reiterates Japanese Minister at
London—Military Steps Begun.
London, Feb. 8 —Baron Hayashi, the
Japanese minister, has Informed the
Assoclated Press that military steps
contemplated by Japan for the preser-
vation of its Intereats in the far east

have already commenced,

The minister was careful Lo point out,
however, that this does not méan actual
hostilitles but strategetic action
through pouring Japanese troops Into
Corea and Manchuria. This, he stated,
in now In progréas,

Baron Hayashl caloulates that forees
adequate to meel any emergency will

consul at Chefoo has sent a telegram (o
i Japanese elder here urging the de-
parture of all Japanese from Port Ar-
thur and Port Dalny,

The greatest exeitement prevails here
No steamers are avallable and the Jap-
anese are trylng Lo charter a salling
vessel. They are hastily selliug off thier
property and winding up thelr busi-
ness.  Japan has been telegraphically
cut off from this port for 10 days.

A detachment of Japanese troops sta-
tioned on the Island of Zuzima, 40 miles
from Masampho, Creae, has been or-

{

dered to be in rendiness to land Ig Cos
réa In the event of a rupture. The Jap-

| anese commercial agent at Viadivostock
| has been ordered (o leave,

Vienna Receives News.
Vienna, Feb. 8,—The news of the rup-
tnre of diplomtic relations between
Japan and Russia was publshed here in
special editlons, It did not create
much excitement and it Is considersd

mostly in the light of poesible Balkan
complications.

Shanghal, Feb, 8.—The British regi-
ment, the SBherwood Foresters, Is pre-
naring to sall on the steamer Kwang
Ping to Chin Wang Tae, where the
rallroad from Tientsin to Kien Chau
passes the great wall, The movement
of this regiment Is presumably to safe-
guard the Tien Tsin-New Chwang
railroad, which enters the great wall at
Chin Wang Tae. It is reported that the
Russians are selzing various points on
the northern part of this Iine..

LEWIS AND CLARK FAIR
BILL PASSES IN SENATE

Washington, Feb, 8.—After listen-
ing to speeches by Hopkins and Clay
In support of the Panama canal treaty,
the senate today passed a bill appro-
priating $1,660,000 for the Lewls and
Clark exposition at Portland When
the bill came up for conslderation, Gal-
linger suggested that it go over. “Why."
asked Mitchell, “you might as well let
t pass now as at any time" Gallinger
withdrew his objection.

Balley entered a formal objectlon to
the passage of the bill, but did not
press It.

Platt, of Connecticut, offered an
amendment prohibiting the opening of
the exposition on Sunday and it was
agreed to, the vote being 25 to 17.

On motion of Mitchell the sixteenth
section of the bill, appropriating $350,-
000 for bullding a permanent memorial
to Lewls and Clark, was stricken out.

LEGISLATORSTO
. OF EMBERS

Governor of Maryland Issues
Proclamation Calling Special

Legislature fo Pro-
vide Aid

m————s

General Assembly Meets at Once
at Annapolis and Proceed
to Business.

——

BILL TO SUSPEND BUSINESS

r

Bill to be Introduced Appropri-
ating Quarter of Million
For the Relief of the
Destitute-

Baltimore, Feb. $.—Governor Warfleld
this morning issued a * proclamation
calling a special session of the legls-
lature to meet tonight to provide for
the rellef of the stricken city., .This
eveniig the general assembly met at
Annapolls. A bill was immediately In-
troduced deeclaring business suspended
for 10 days in Baltimore in order to en-
able business men to get thelr busi-
ness affairs into as good shape as pos-
sible. The bill was inmediately passed
and signed by the governor. A relief
bill will pe introduced tomorrow, ap-
propriating $260,000 for ‘the rellef of
the destitute. : :
The burned district ia bounded on
the west by Liberty ntreet, on the
north by Lexington street, on the cast
by Jones Falls and on the south by the
Basin,

The city was under the strictest mil-
Itary control. Al arcund the burned
aren was stretched a corodon of sol-
diers who held up all comers at the
point of bayonets. The police brought
from neighboring cltles, patrolled the
district, and at the limits of the fire
zone placed armed sentries,

Monister, Feb. 8—A skirmish is re- '
ported (0 have taken place between
Turkish troops and revolutionists in
the Komitagis-Terin district, In which
five Turks and four revolutionists were

The bill was then passed.

killed.

S ———

taste in wall

265-7 Commercial Street.

The quiet, artistic beauty of any
home is easily marred by lack of

decorations,. We wish

lo state that the New Year will find
us in & better position to do decorat-
ing than ever before. New patterns
are beginning to arrive, and all we
ask is that you favorus with an op-
portunity to.show you the line.

B.F. ALLEN @ SON.

P —— - -

Valentines
J. N. Griffin

have been fully disembarked within
two or three dnys. He regards the
breaking off of negotintions tantamount
to war and does not look for any formal
declaration, The minister reiterates the
statement thut the Russlan reply was
not declares his  belief
to he that It never was sent.

deliverad an

Great Excitement Prevails.

interest of Great Britain, Japan's ally,

Port Arthur, Feb, 8.—The Japanese

Groceries, Hardware, Ship Chandle-~
ry, Paints, 0il and

Glass--Hardwood

Lumber Boat Suppliesetc. © & 2

-

FISHER BROTHERS

Cor. Bond and I2th Sts, - .
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